
 
 

Dartmouth Public Schools 
Office of the Superintendent 

8 Bush Street 
Dartmouth, Massachusetts 02748 

Telephone: 508-997-3391 
Website: www.dartmouth.school 

 
 
 

Bonny L. Gifford, Ed.D. 

Superintendent of  

Dartmouth Public Schools               

Tracy L. Oliveira, M.Ed. 

Director of  

Teaching and Learning 

 

James A. Kiely, M.B.A. 

Assistant Superintendent of  

      Finance and Operation

 

Dear Dartmouth School Community: 

We can all agree this year, like no other, has affected our lives in so many ways. Despite the 
hardships and uncertainty, my hope is that each of us has been able to find support from family 
and friends.  

Please be advised that the Dartmouth Public Schools will switch to our Remote Learning Model 
during the week of January 4 through 8, 2021 for all students except PK and special education 
students enrolled in our PATHS, PALS or PASS programs. These students will continue in their 
current model, reporting to in person school as they are currently doing. 

All other students will log in to their Google Classrooms every day as they did when the school 
year started in September. Students will be expected to follow their daily schedule and attend 
remotely for the entire week. 

We plan on returning to our Hybrid Model on January 11th, depending on contact tracing and staff 
quarantine issues that might arise over the holiday break. This means students will resume their 
current hybrid schedule and attend in person school with their appropriate cohort. An updated 
School Calendar has been uploaded to our website to reflect this information. 

This decision was not an easy one but given the major staffing strain we have experienced since 
the Thanksgiving holiday, we believe it is a prudent one. Staff absences due to quarantining issues 
as well as some positive COVID cases have resulted in significant difficulties staffing our schools. 
The next several weeks are likely to result in a rise in COVID cases and the need to contact trace 
even more.  We are hopeful using a remote model for one week with the majority of our students 
working from home, will help our nursing staff and administration manage contact tracing 
effectively and prepare us to resume the Hybrid Model on January 11th.  

During the week of January 4th, meals may be picked up at the Dartmouth Middle School (side 
door toward town hall) on Tuesday, January 5th from 10-11:30. Meal boxes must be preordered 
by Monday at 6:00 p.m. by clicking on https://onlineordering.linq.com/ or emailing 
joezammit@dartmouthschools.org. 

As Governor Baker continues to stress, it is vital that our community remains vigilant in following 
state guidelines, including wearing a mask, social distancing and hand washing. With everyone’s 
help we will be able to welcome all students back on January 11th and return to our Hybrid 
Model. I will update families during the week of January 4th to confirm the reopening date.   

 

https://onlineordering.linq.com/


 

We have also set up a COVID hotline to be used during the holiday break. If you need to report a 
positive COVID case or notify us of someone who has been identified as a close contact please 
call  508-997-3391 EXT: 1411. We will be monitoring messages throughout the vacation and 
addressing situations in collaboration with our local Board of Health. 

Thank you to everyone for everything you are doing to support each other, our families and most 
importantly our students. The words “we are in this together” have never rung so true. My hope 
for all is that you have a healthy and joyous holiday season. 

Sincerely,  

Bonny L. Gifford, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

"Quality Education for All Learners" 
 

The Dartmouth Public Schools, in partnership with parents and the community, will deliver challenging, standards-based instruction for all 

students that fosters academic, physical, social and emotional development. Utilizing data analysis to drive instruction, we will implement 

specific strategies to support every student to think critically, solve problems and become a responsible, contributing citizens. Our high school 

graduates will possess the required skills and knowledge necessary to thrive in their academic and vocational ambitions. 

 


